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PAGE 01 STATE 061960 
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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 R 

DRAFTED BY ARA/CAR:TJCHEAVNER/BTK 
APPROVED BY P - PH.LIP C. HABIB 
S/S-MR. REDDY 
ARA: WHLUERS 
S:MR. TARNOFF 

192146Z 014040/63 

O 1921 19Z MAR 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY PORT AU PRINCE IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 061960 

NODIS 


Message Text 


E.O. 11652: XGDS3 

TAGS: PINS, HA 

SUBJECT: REPORTED PLANS TO OVERTHROW DUVALIER GOVERNMENT 

REF: PORT AU PRINCE 964 

1 . AS YOU ARE KEENLY AWARE, IN THE MANY PAST INSTANCES 
WHEN WE RECEIVED REPORTS OF COUP PLOTS, OUR JUDGMENT WAS 
THAT COUP ATTEMPTS IN HAITI ARE MOST LIKELY TO RESULT IN 
WIDESPREAD BLOODSHED, A PERIOD OF CHAOS, AND IF SUCCESS- 
FUL, A NEW REGIME AS REPRESSIVE AND AUTHORITARIAN AS THAT 
NOW IN POWER. WE HAVE BEEN ENCOURAGED DURING THE PAST 
YEAR BY THE MODEST BUT GENUINE IMPROVEMENT IN THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS PERFORMANCE OF THE DUVALIER GOVERNMENT. WE CON- 
TINUE TO BELIEVE THE CAUSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS WILL BEST BE 
SERVED BY SUCH EVOLUTIONARY CHANGE WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK 
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OF POLITICAL STABILITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

2. IN SHORT OUR POLICY IN REGARD TO COUP ATTEMPTS HAS 

NOT CHANGED. WE ARE IN NO WAY ENCOURAGING THE OVERTHROW 
OF GOVERNMENTS, AND WE HAVE NOT AGREED WITH ANY HAITIAN 
COUP PLOTTERS THAT WE WILL "LOOK THE OTHER WAY" SHOULD 
THEY ATTEMPT TO OVERTHROW DUVALIER. 
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3. WE BELIEVE 

YOU SHOULD, AS IN PAST, INFORM DUVALIER THAT WE ARE AGAIN 
GETTING REPORTS OF ACTIVE COUP PLOTTING. AS IN PAST, YOU 
SHOULD GIVE NO DETAILS. OUR CONCERN HERE IS THAT FAILURE 
TO WARN THE GOH COULD BE READ AS USG PARTICIPATION OR AT 
LEAST COMPLICITY. ON THE OTHER HAND, IF WE SUPPLY ANY 
DETAILS, WE MAY BE A PARTY TO REPRISALS AND POLICE ACTION 
AGAINST INNOCENTS AS WELL AS THE GUILTY. 

4. WE ARE KEENLY AWARE OF THE COMPLEXITIES AND DIFFI- 
CULTIES IMPLICIT IN THE ABOVE. WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY 
VIEWS YOU MAY HAVE ON BOTH THE IMMEDIATE PROBLEM AND 
OUR POLICY FOR FUTURE. 

VANCE 
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PAGE 01 STATE 061960 
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66011 

DRAFTED BY: S/S:PSEBASTIAN 
APPROVED BY: S/S:PSEBASTIAN 

211624Z 025733/45 

O 211545Z MAR 77 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO WHITE HOUSE IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 061960 

NODIS 


FOLLOWING IS REPEAT STATE 061960, SENT PORT AU PRINCE 
19 MARCH: 

QUOTE SECRET STATE 061960 
NODIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS3 
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TAGS: PINS, HA 

SUBJECT: REPORTED PLANS TO OVERTHROW PI IV ALTER GOVERNMENT 

REF: PORT AU PRINCE 964 

1 . AS YOU ARE KEENLY AWARE, IN THE MANY PAST INSTANCES 
WHEN WE RECEIVED REPORTS OF COUP PLOTS, OUR JUDGMENT WAS 
THAT COUP ATTEMPTS IN HAITI ARE MOST LIKELY TO RESULT IN 
WIDESPREAD BLOODSHED, A PERIOD OF CHAOS, AND IF SUCCESS- 
FUL, A NEW REGIME AS REPRESSIVE AND AUTHORITARIAN AS THAT 
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NOW IN POWER. WE HAVE BEEN ENCOURAGED DURING THE PAST 
YEAR BY THE MODEST BUT GENUINE IMPROVEMENT IN THE HUMAN 
RIGHTS PERFORMANCE OF THE DUVALIER GOVERNMENT. WE CON- 
TINUE TO BELIEVE THE CAUSE OF HUMAN RIGHTS WILL BEST BE 
SERVED BY SUCH EVOLUTIONARY CHANGE WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK 
OF POLITICAL STABILITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

2. IN SHORT OUR POLICY IN REGARD TO COUP ATTEMPTS HAS 

NOT CHANGED. WE ARE IN NO WAY ENCOURAGING THE OVERTHROW 
OF GOVERNMENTS, AND WE HAVE NOT AGREED WITH ANY HAITIAN 
COUP PLOTTERS THAT WE WILL "LOOK THE OTHER WAY" SHOULD 
THEY ATTEMPT TO OVERTHROW DUVALIER. 

3. WE BELIEVE 

YOU SHOULD, AS IN PAST, INFORM DUVALIER THAT WE ARE AGAIN 
GETTING REPORTS OF ACTIVE COUP PLOTTING. AS IN PAST, YOU 
SHOULD GIVE NO DETAILS. OUR CONCERN HERE IS THAT FAILURE 
TO WARN THE GOH COULD BE READ AS USG PARTICIPATION OR AT 
LEAST COMPLICITY. ON THE OTHER HAND, IF WE SUPPLY ANY 
DETAILS, WE MAY BE A PARTY TO REPRISALS AND POLICE ACTION 
AGAINST INNOCENTS AS WELL AS THE GUILTY. 

4. WE ARE KEENLY AWARE OF THE COMPLEXITIES AND DIFFI- 
CULTIES IMPLICIT IN THE ABOVE. WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY 
VIEWS YOU MAY HAVE ON BOTH THE IMMEDIATE PROBLEM AND 
OUR POLICY FOR FUTURE. 

VANCE UNQUOTE. VANCE 
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